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Texas — Many people In 
ttiis smaH community east of Dallas 
may have passed her this week-at 
station, r grocery store or 
nearby shopping mall-and never 
given her a second glance 

gratefuV hat ' Marlna Oswald is 

er Mrs - Ken neth Port- 

er and it has been 14 years since her 
shy pony-tailed face wL on the 
the wmlT 0f news P a P ers all over 

s Friends say she is still slightly 
uncomfortable going out in public 
, today. But when she does, dressed 
i Mly usually with one of her 

1 white sr h H dren ln the back of her 
wagon - she is indistin- 
guishable from thousands of other 
; suburban housewives. 

! YEARS of notoriety as 

the widow of Lee Harvey Oswald 
we a M n p I f lkolaevn a Prussakova Os- 
i P0r , ter > 36, has used time, dis- 

) a new name to escape the 

j P abll c stigma of her, husband’s al- 
. L eged ertme— the assassination of 
President J biin F. Kennedy. 

[ t, ° < L caS o nally a stranger still no- 
tices her Russian accent, studies her 
sharp features and there is a flicker 
of recognition. But the inevitable 
quesHon, “Aren’t you Marina Os! 
wald? is met with such icv stares 

go no C farther laIS ** qUerles UsUaIly 

KeS a i e h s r P ^l n rSfr 

tete 6 children have carefully faded 
' ln th ? rural tranquili- 

Rockw all County com- 
rau nity, 30 miles east of Dallas. 

Now, for the first tithe since the 
assassinations of Kennedy and Lei 
Harvey Oswald, Marina has finally 
agreed to tell her story in a book 

Harne? £ ee ’ to be releas ed by 

H a rper and Row in October. The 

Iiwf “ ? lready been sold for seri- 
alization to a national magazine 

thejiubliclye ™ turn Marlna *° 

™ Jh e t. ders l00kln g for exciting new 
revelations may not find them 

ber frien ds claim the 
book will simply be Marina’s story, 

to « f telii gS aS a yoUng glrl moving 
to a foreign country and her first 

experiences in America. 

Marina, and Lee was Written by 
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Priscilla McMillan Johnson, a for- 
mer journalist who met and inter- 
viewed Lee Harvey Oswald While he 
\ was in Russia trying to defect to 
that country, 

“The book is written ln a very 
probing way,” Marion Wyeth, Harp- 
er and Row editor, said. “It follows 
the Oswalds’ day-to-day life in a 
very personal manner. I don’t know 
that it contains any new informa- 
tion that has not already been 
brought out by the Warren Commis- 
sion, but I believe it will give a num- 
, ber of new insights into Oswald’s 
personality.” 

THERE WAS a time, with the aid 
of interpreters, when the youthful 
Marina Oswald basked in the atten- 
tion of the media. For several years 
• during the late 1960s it was an obvi- 
ous game of mutual exploitation. 
.Substantial sums of money were the 
only tickets to an interview with 
Marina. And for a fee, she routinely 
repeated her belief that her hus- 
band had shot President Kennedy 
and that he had acted alone. 

Those who knew Marina in the 
early days following the assassina- 
tion-attorneys, relatives, reporters 9 
and business associates— estimate 
she received between $200,000 and 
$300,000 in donations from the 1 




te.e-f O !* 



sympathetic American public, s 
interview fees and the sale of Os- 1 
wald possessions. She and her 1 
mother-in-law, Marguerite Oswald, S 
were branded “a post-assassination A 

sideshow in themselves” by New- i 

s week magazine. Time magazine ! 
put Marina on its cover in February, ( 
1964. At one point she even agreed to 
play herself in a planned, but never i 
produced film, “Countdown In s 
Dallas.” < 

But by 1970, Marina Oswald had i 
quietly dropped out of sight. Today •' 
there are no more interviews with ' 
Oswald’s widow. Period. Anybody 
interested in talking with Marina 
has to check first with her agent in 
New York City. 

HER RETREAT from the public 
began in 1965, when she and her sec- 
ond husband, Kenneth Porter, liter- 
ally fled to Rockwall County, Texas, 
to escape reporters and photogra- 
phers and be married by a justice of i 
the peace. ; 



.They returned to Dallas and 
tried unsuccessfully, to live a nri. 

lost his ^oh* arln f clalmed Kenneth 
lost his Job as a foreman with Texas 

Instruments over the publicity S 

marriage attracted. With her new 

wealth, she bought him a rundown 

of ft « n B H Ut th , ey failed make a go 
Of it and returned to Rockwall 

w?th n thof Veral years later ’ thls time 
with their son, Mark, now ll and 

. Marina’s two daughters by Oswa?d d 
Jui I e u Lee ’ 15 > and Rachel, 13 

They bought a 17-acre farm nn 
an isolated stretch of farm road 
Their modest yellow brick ranch 
house sits well back from the road 
out onto a peaceful lake in 
fields * md and mlles of open 

ed ^°tb« eSPa t SSlng ” sl « ns are Post- 
ed at the entrace to their farm 

Kn^ht 8,11 bounty Sheriff Hanfy 
Knight and his deputies feel a soe- 
clal commitment to protect the 
Porters’ privacy. Outwardly Mari- 
na s life today is one of rural trnn 
Wility. Neighbors for miles around 
fel^r ^ arlna ’ s identity and°they 
fuse h to f T hey ada mantly re- 

pSowgSpS w repottos 

0F her neighbors view 
Marina as a victim who has been re- 

peatediy misrepresented and lied 

about in the media. " eQ 

Rockwall school officials have 
gone to great lengths to protect the 
privacy of Marina’s child?en 8 eV er- 
of tTf T’ at the 10th anniversary 
nw 6 K ? nnedy assassination 

wall°f n a n h6rS sb °, wed UP In Rock-’ 
tbri an d snappfid pictures of the 
three children boarding school 

reacted tTerii and l0Cal 0lflcl als 
reacted angrily and tightened <s»- 

curity in all the district schools. 

We never avoided the subject of 



the assassination in any of our 
classes just because Marlna’a chll 
% en 4Z e i J er H e ’” one teacher recall. 
June nf ch^ dent ? al! know about 
Ji™’* Rachel and Mark and thev 

seem to accept it.” -■ Uley 

sandf of^nn 116 hundreds of thou- 

recefved m hi 8 Marlna re Portedly 

wald’s di»rh t yea , r A following Os- 
wald s death, her life-style todav 

shows little evidence of wealth^ 
^foueth drives a 1960 pickup trUck 

theif IBM ° cca sl°nally sets P out in 
1969 station wagon. Their 
I 1 ®' me is pleasantly but plainly fur 

fallow ’ leavin ® the land 

THEIR MARRIAGE has been 
®t° r r my- Kenneth filed for a divorce 
on July is, 1974, which was granted 

Cr U o r f^ 0n Tn hs ft later by *fudge Thongs 
Judge rrnrr unusu al decision, 

Porter th l ts „ grante d Kenneth 

tire bulk of the settlement 
He was awarded custody of his son 

Kse the S nf l° n 0t the acreage, the 
wagon th un lckup i ruck artd station 
nerf^i Unnamed stocks and his 

custody of hS'f rty ‘ , Marlna stained 
wai d d h?A her two daughters by Os- 
wald, but was awarded onlv the 

soT^h 1 ? fu r nlture and he/per- 
fro^n n be i ongings ’ and a promise 

for Racheu/ V ay $25 P eT month 
Ior r,?£ bel s orthodontist bill. 

Although there is no record in 



back together! *** lney are a ? 

Dallas residents who knew Mari 
na In the days after Oswald’s deatl 
noticed rapid changes ln her ner 
sonality. The American public 
widn® Urlng Z* mone y to the Russiaf 
admi7teri a 5 lg ( ht her by surprise. She 
a “ luter she was not prepared 

extravagant. S ° ^ “ d bad be *" 

She enjoyed dancing and going 
to clubs in Dallas. She had many 
dates, but also went out alone ac-z 

ate The~ a f ° rmer business associ- 
was a succession of busi-Z 
ess deals that fell her way. Among 

her^S m)‘f Ital ^r Pllm Co - offered 
her $75,000 for TV and movie rights’ 

to her story, plus $1500 for each per- 

^ n v,H, a P pearance she made. Mere- 

bld $M 1S f hln b g C °” ° f Bes Moines; 
nv\ $ n^/ ber memoirs; Germa- 
? y s i )e - r Stern magazine paid $12,50(1 

Im?i e ift n v and Itallan serializa- 
tion rights to her story. 

Marina, was quoted on several' 
occasions as saying the American 

sending^ “ crazy and gullible” for 
sending her so much monev. She 

gradually feuded with or felf awav - 
from most of the attorneys, K 




friends and advisers sne initially 
depended on following her hus- 
band’s death, including Oswald^ 
older brother, Robert. 

BUT THREE months after their 
marriage, Marina was In Dallas Jus.- 1 
tice of the Peace Bill Rlchburg’s of-, 
flee seeking a peace bond against 
her husband for allegedly threaten- 
ing her with a gun. ) 




